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“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father,

are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, 
so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

The glory that you have given me I have given to them, 
that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me,
 that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know

 that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 
Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, 

may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, • 
I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known 

to them your name, and I will continue to make it known,
 that the love with which you have loved me may be in

them, and I in them.” (John 17:20-25)

The heart of Jesus aches that his body, the church, would live in unity 
through their saving knowledge of God the Father and the experience of 
his love for them in Jesus. This was so important to Jesus that it was the 
last thing he prayed for before he was arrested to be crucified. It was so 
important that Jesus prayed for every single person who would ever 
believe in the gospel to be perfectly united as one.

The result of the church’s unity is that the world would have a real 
witness of the gospel, that God did send Jesus as the saviour of the world. 
God’s supernatural love isn’t invisible and intangible—it is tangible in 
our love for each other as Christians.

God the Father answered Jesus’ prayer by sending the Holy Spirit to 
unite the hearts of his people in love. Because of the Holy Spirit, we have 
the supernatural power through faith in the gospel to live in unity and 
love. The power of the gospel is more than strong enough to keep our 
hearts “perfectly one”, despite the temporary circumstances and 

Day 1
Heart Check — 

Division Destroys Gospel Witnessi

situations that may divide us—whether it be differences in culture, 
personality, etc. Our job as God’s people is not to try to create unity, it is 
to actively keep or preserve the unity that we have already been given 
(Eph. 4:3). This isn’t always easy. It takes energy and sacrifice. Even so, be 
encouraged. Jesus has not only prayed for our unity, but is still praying 
for us (Rom. 8:34). God has already given us all that we need. We too, like 
Jesus, should yearn to be united so that the world can see an irrefutable, 
genuine witness of the power of the gospel and the love of Jesus in this 
time of division and conflict.

Honesty
Have you been maintaining or breaking unity between the brothers and 
sisters with whom you disagree?

Confess
The ways you have been contributing to disunity with fellow believers, 
whether in thought, feeling, speech, or action.

Praise
Thank God that he is the source of all love and unity, that he has always 
been perfectly united, and that we are perfectly united in him through 
Jesus. Thank God that he will one day finish his work to unite us 
completely!

Petition
• Ask God to supernaturally unite people opposed to each other in 
 the gospel
• Pray for a gospel witness of love and unity to spring up in the city
• Pray Jesus’ prayer of unity for EEC and every local church in HK

“For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.” 
(Ma�hew 6:13)

This last line of the Lord’s prayer is both an encouragement and an 
example of the right heart motivation we should have in our prayers. As 
an encouragement, it reminds us that everything already belongs to 
God. Our prayers will be heard and answered by the one who has the 
ability to do so. This goes hand in hand with the motivation we should 

Day 2 Following the Lord’s Prayer



God’s justice means he is the final standard of what is right, and he 
always acts in accordance with what is right.1 What is true and right is 
o�en lost as opposing sides accuse and find faults with each other. When 
hearing each side justify and defend itself, it is hard to trust that what is 
being told is the complete truth. More o�en than not, there are wrongs 
done on both sides. In these times, we can find comfort in the truth that 
God is just. We will never be able to perfectly determine who is right and 
wrong and what kind of punishment is appropriate. But God, being 
all-knowing and all-wise, can perfectly do this. Because God is just, we 
can trust he will act in accordance to what is right in all situations.

At the same time, we must be careful not to question how God chooses to 
execute justice. We are warned in Malachi that when God comes to 
judge, no one can endure the judgement that he will bring upon each 
person and situation. When we question God’s justice, it means that we 
have made ourselves the final standard of what is right—rather than 
God. We should be wary of wanting God to act on our flawed justice 
rather than on his perfect justice.

Honesty
In what ways have you questioned God’s justice in: your life? the city? the 
world?

Confess
Your imperfect understanding of justice. Ask God to show you the 
justice he has been mercifully holding off for the sin in your own life.

Praise
Thank God that he always acts in accordance to what is right and knows 
exactly what “right” is. Praise God that he chooses to delay his justice to 
give us time to repent.

Petition
• Ask God to bring mercy instead of judgement by convicting 
 people’s hearts on all sides of the HK conflict, convicting them of 
 their need to repent.
• Pray that you will be able to trust God with bringing ultimate 
 justice in the future so that you can focus on bringing grace in 
 the present.

 1Grudem, Wayne A. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.
   Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 1994.

have behind our prayers. Our prayers should be moved by a desire for 
God to have possession over everything, for God to have all power and 
glory, for him to be king over the kingdom for all eternity. When we pray, 
we find satisfaction in the fact that everything is God’s and will go back to 
God.

Honesty
• What areas in your life do you not want God to have the power 
 and glory?
• Is there a “kingdom” in your heart that you don’t want God to 
 rule? Be real.

Confess
The ways you have been desiring power or glory for yourself.

Praise
Thank God that the kingdom, power, and glory is already his.

Petition
• Pray for people to see that the kingdoms they are striving for all 
 ultimately belong to God.
• Pray that God will be glorified in the city.

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you” (Psalm 89:14)

“You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say,
‘How have we wearied him?’ By saying, ‘Everyone who does evil

is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.’
Or by asking, ‘Where is the God of justice?’ ‘Behold, I send

my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;

and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold,
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day

of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? … 
Then I will draw near to you for judgment.’” (Malachi 2:17-3:2,5)

Day 3 Finding Strength in God — Justice & Righteousness



Petition
• For a move of God’s grace to enable his people to love their 
 enemies, for empathy, forgiveness, and compassion regardless 
 of political opinion to fill this city. Ask him to show you how to 
 bless those you feel hurt or upset with now.
• For protestors and police, old and young, rich and poor to turn 
 cursing into blessing. For people to look beyond their own 
 desires to see how we can work for the good of others, especially 
 those of different socioeconomic classes.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us

by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those

who are spiritual. The natural person does not accept the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 

understand them because they are spiritually discerned.”
(1 Corinthians 2:12-14)

God’s perspective is completely different than the world’s perception. 
Kingdom citizens are to grow into seeing things from God’s heavenly 
perspective and, as a result, to live different than the way the world lives. 
We are not to be conformed to think and act like everyone else, and this 
happens as our minds are renewed. What we want and what we do for 
the city should surprise and even offend those in the world. It seems 
foolish to them, but in reality, we are working to discern and do God’s 
will. Kingdom citizens are to bring God’s perspective of kingdom hope 
and gospel grace. Even if seems foolish to many, God uses it to draw some 
people to him (1 Cor. 1:21).

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. 
Share with the saints in their needs; pursue hospitality. Bless those

 who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Do not repay anyone evil
for evil. Try to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes. If possible,

on your part, live at peace with everyone… If your enemy is hungry,
 feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. For in so 

doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head. Do not be conquered
by evil, but conquer evil with good.” (Romans 12:12-21)

Paul mirrors Jesus’ words by showing that the way of Christ is the way of 
radical love. It is the way of suffering, the way of prayer, the way of 
blessing even those who hurt and anger us. It is the way of considering 
others before ourselves, of rejoicing in others’ successes without envy on 
our part, and weeping with those who are hurting regardless of their 
background. It is the way of overcoming evil through doing good because 
Christ overcame sin through giving everything for us. This is a different 
way from the way of society. This is not the polarizing “Are you for or 
against our side?” but says—regardless of whether we agree or how you 
treat me—I am always for you.

Praise
We have a God of compassion. Jesus was a man of sorrows familiar with 
suffering and grief, and he knows and understands the pain of the city. 
Praise him that he does not treat us as we deserve, but fed us his enemies 
with his body and blood through his death on the cross.

Honesty
What are you rejoicing over at the moment? What are you weeping over? 
Where do you feel afflicted or hurt? Be real with God.

Confession
Ask God to forgive you where you have not wept over the pain of others 
but have been more concerned about your own issues or have had a heart 
of bi�erness towards others. Ask him to give you his heart of 
compassion.

Day 5
Being Kingdom Citizens — 

Transformed with God’s Perspective

Day 4 Prayer Devotional — Rejoicing & Weeping2

 2Adapted from Watermark Community Church’s “Prayer Devotional for HK”



Honesty
Think about whether you are more conformed to how the world is 
responding to the situation in the city, or more transformed to act with 
God’s perspective. What ways are you conforming to society? What ways 
do you see God renewing your mind?

Confess
The ways you have conformed to the world’s pa�ern in reacting to the 
situation in HK.

Praise
Thank God that we are able have our minds renewed through the gospel 
and discern his will in every situation!

Petition
Pray that God would keep renewing the minds of his people in HK and 
even those around the world who are concerned to see the situation 
from his perspective.
Pray that EEC can discern God’s will as the situation continues to unfold.


